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History of the First Fifty Years 
by Alfred R. Wackerli 

 
 When a Swiss leaves his homeland, he inevitably will be asked 
“why.”  Why should anyone want to leave the most beautiful country 
on earth? 
 
 Natural beauty, unfortunately, does not make a paradise alone.  
People are spoiling each other’s nests all the time, everywhere.  The 
motive for emigration from Switzerland to the Americas in the 

nineteenth century may have been largely economic, with farmers 
making up the majority.  Western European agriculture suffered a 
major collapse in the early 1880s because of cheap grain from overseas 
and from Eastern Europe.  Thousands of Swiss farmers were forced 
into bankruptcy, abandoned their farms and migrated to the new 
world.  In 1883, the all-time maximum was reached when 13,500 
persons went overseas.  The tide remained high throughout the 1880s 
when an industrial depression in 1885-1886 added a new rush to the 
exodus.  Between 1860 and 1890, California was the favorite 

destination of the Swiss, notably from the canton Ticino and the 
Innerschweiz. 
 
 Once established at the place and the novelty of the new 
surroundings wearing thin, an immigrant becomes aware of something 
amiss.  Hard work and loneliness must be compensated by some fun 
and companionship.  Towards 1892, efforts began to stir in the 
Sacramento area for the foundation of a Swiss fraternity.  Many Swiss 
nationals, already involved in successful businesses, provided jobs for 

the newcomers.  A desire to bank together reached the point, where the 
three valiant Swiss men Johann Schaerer from the Canton of Aargau 
and Karl Schilter from the Canton of Schwyz set out to sign up 30 
other Swiss compatriots.  They were the founding fathers called to the 
first meeting on March 13, 1892, at the Ebners' Hotel in Sacramento. 
 
 This meeting was called to order with an enthusiastic outcry of 
“LEBE HOCH.”  The first business was to give the new organization a 
name and, with absolute majority, it was decided to baptize it 

SACRAMENTO HELVETIA VEREIN. 
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 The following officers were elected to lead the Verein for the first 

term: Emil Schmid, President; Leo Fischer, Vice President; Gottlieb 
Staufer, Recording Secretary; Albert Buergi, Treasurer; Joseph Schuler, 
Henry Hartmann and Johann Stuessi as Trustees.  Johann Schaerer, 
Ignaz Imfeld, Eugen Kuebler, Henry Hartmann and Joseph Schuler 
were appointed to a special committee to write the constitution.  At the 
second and third meetings, initiation fees of five dollars were collected 
and the meeting times established which was to be on the first and 
third Wednesday of each month at 8:00 p.m. in the Ebners’ Hotel.  
 
 Thereafter, the Sacramento Helvetia Verein was on its way to a 

very prosperous future under skillful management and with remarkable 
discipline.  One of the main activities consisted in disbursement of sick 
and death benefits to the members.  The extent of this seems to reflect a 
badly needed and welcomed necessity, due to lack of insurance in 
those times.  Of course, in the entertainment field nothing was left out.  
Dances and picnics soon became popular tradition. 
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 It stretched over many years until World War I which, 

undoubtedly, rattled the souls of Swiss communities nationwide.  The 
Sacramento Helvetia Verein, many of whose members acquired the 
United States citizenship, also maintained close ties and membership 
to the German-American Society.  The Swiss Embassy in Washington 
and the Consulate in San Francisco kept the Swiss nationals well 
informed over their duties and rights with the American and Swiss 
governments.  At the same time, the German Society tried hard not to 
lose the Swiss affection.  
 
 Eventually, this relationship became fragile and political emotions 

led to cancellation of membership with the German-American Society.  
August Gisler may have nudged this along.  He was drafted into the 
American army and while in France got wounded in battle.  
Recuperating in a Paris hospital, he applied for sick benefits from the 
Helvetia Verein.  When the check never arrived, he complained to the 
military authorities and was promptly told to beat the damn Kaiser first 
before thinking to blow his money.  An attempt, possibly influenced by 
wartime patriotism, to change the name of the Helvetia Verein to Swiss 
Benevolent Society was soundly defeated at the general meeting on 

December 19, 1918.  They preferred to be “Helvetians” rather than 
Swiss wrote the Recording Secretary Charley Weidenmann. 
 
 Almost more than the world war did, prohibition in the 1920s 
upset life for the Sacramento Swiss.  Many of them were engaged in 
the hotel business as bartenders and in the surprisingly large number of 
local breweries.  Prohibition may well have been the reason for shifting 
their interest to dairy and butcher business which lasted into the later 
part of the twentieth century.  Made Rite Sausage Company founded 

by Joe Dillier and the Inderkum Dairy are two examples.  For leisure, 
the Swiss formed a singing group and a rifle club, which often received 
attention in the local newspapers.  On May 1, 1926, the Sacramento 
Helvetia Verein moved their meetings to the German Society’s new 
Turn Verein Hall on J Street. 
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 At the August 1928 meeting, Anton Petrig, John Waechter and 
Albert Marty were appointed to a committee for the purpose to find a 
picnic place to buy.  They moved fast accepting an attractive offer from 
the Marty Brothers Ranch, six miles up the Sacramento River.  On 
May 12, 1929, Helvetia Park was dedicated with a joyous celebration.  

A special trust fund for maintenance and management was established 
and an eager workforce took on the task of clearing the land.  Soon 
buildings followed and the dream of enjoying picnics, dances, 
Schwingfests and rifle matches in the Verein’s own facility became a 
reality. 
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Back Row: Not Identified, Carl Steinauer, Frank Mingetti, Frank 

Halter, Johnny Zimmerli. Front Row: Albert Sutter, Charley 
Wiedemann, Joe Ciene, Hans Sutter, Frank Z’Berg and Frank Loretz 
 
 The Great Depression, looming around the corner, put a damper 
on enthusiasm and did not spare the Sacramento Swiss from misery 
and hardship.  The Helvetia Verein began to lose members who were 
unable to afford paying the dues of one dollar per month.  Many 

moved away to seek a livelihood elsewhere.  The Verein carried burial 
expenses and served as a true pillar of consolation to the members.  
The Helvetia Park was increasingly rented out to other societies in 
order to pay for upkeep and a permanent caretaker was hired to uphold 
law and order in the park. 
   
 
 By January 1939, the membership dropped from a high of 250 
during the late 1920s to 163; but determination and spirit to keep the 

Verein alive remained as high as ever.  In preparation for the 
Centennial Festival Celebration of Sacramento, a new Swiss flag was 
ordered from Switzerland and a new American flag was ordered from 
San Francisco.  Local officials, including the curator of Sutter’s Fort 
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and the secretary of the Sacramento Chamber of Commerce, appeared 

at Helvetia Verein meetings and encouraged the members to turn out 
in force for the celebration.  And so they did, with an impressive float 
commemorating the Red Cross which was founded by the Swiss 
humanitarian, Henry Dunant.  Along the parade route, the greatest 
applause went to Captain John Sutter.  It was Hans Sutter of the 
Helvetia Verein who, not only matched the pioneer with his name, but 
also in stunning likeness. 

 

 
 

 
 Sadly, another world war marked the 50th anniversary of the 
Verein. Many members volunteered for military service in the 
American Armed Forces. Twin sons of Julius Egger, Robert and 
Richard, passed training as gunners for the Air Force. They insisted on 
staying together. Once in England, they crawled into those glass 

bubbles under the bellies of B-17s.  In a bombing run over Dusseldorf, 
German, their plane was hit and exploded.  They parachuted out, but 
were captured by the Germans. General Patton liberated them from a 
POW camp in Bavaria with a personal handshake. Upon their return 
to Sacramento, they fulfilled their father’s wish and joined the Helvetia 
Verein. 
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Sacramento Helvetia Verein 

1942 to 1992 

By Paul Kiser 

 
 On December 7, 1941, Japan's bombing of Pearl Harbor suddenly 
shifted America’s attention from Hilter’s Germany and Europe to 
Asia.  This unforgettable event eventually sent two other Helvetia 
Verein brothers, John and Anton Zgraggen, to the South Pacific war 
theater.  They served our country climbing into tanks to combat 
Japan’s aggressions. 
 

 The Verein Presidents of the Forties, Joseph Kiene (1941-1943) 
and John Waechter (1944-1952) presided during this very difficult 
period.  Lives and interests of the local Swiss became drastically 
altered.  Many young Verein members entered military service.  The 
Verein declared members serving in the military “dues free” and made 
up a special Honor Roll giving recognition to the following men for 
service to their country: 
 
 Anton Zgraggen Joe Gamma 
 Joseph Zgraggen Alfred Denier 
 Louis Inderbitzen John Felber 
 Jack Huber, Jr. Albert Marty II 
 Fred Kiene Paul Loretz  
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 Joe Planzer Eric Loretz 

 Louis Ulrich Friedrich Gudel 
 Joe Britschgi Walter Huber 
 Richard Egger Ernest Simon 
 Robert Egger 
 
 During World War II period, the Verein sponsored some dances 
and social activities, but ministered primarily to the needs of members, 
paying sick and death benefits and managing its capital assets so that 
its charity could continue.  In the late Forties, the sick benefit limit was 
raised from $600 to $800.   

 
 After World War II victories over German and Japan in 1945, the 
Verein again became eager to sponsor dances.  Swiss melodies 
twittered the oak leaves and Helvetia Park on the evenings of August 
25 and October 6.  But, frustration of maintaining the Helvetia Park 
grew.  A grass fire damaged building roofs which needed to be 
repaired.  There was minimum help to manage the park facilities.  All 
these things brought the Verein to consider selling Helvetia Park.  An 
opportunity to sell it for $12,200 became too attractive to resist.  By 

June 7, 1946, the park was sold and the Helvetia Verein sponsored 
dances ceased for almost three years until the March 19, 1949 film and 
dance event at the Elk Grove Park.  The sale of Helvetia Park created a 
lot of controversy, but a majority of the active Verein members, based 
on the circumstances at the time, believed it was a proper decision.  
The Verein’s membership following the Park’s sale declined from 143 
to 134 by 1950.   
 
 During the Fifties, Verein Presidents, John Waechter (1944-1952), 

Joe Achermann (1951-l957), Werner Dillier (1957-1959) and Hans 
Gisler (1959-1960), accompanied the Verein through a more favorable 
and prosperous period.  The Verein’s more conservative financial 
generosity, honed by earlier hard times, began to change.  A new wave 
of Swiss immigrants came to the Sacramento area.  Many joined the 
Helvetia Verein and, with their enthusiasm and interest, spawned some 
organizational changed and prodded the Verein into more varied 
activities.  Sick certificates were amended so members could receive 
benefits if treated by licensed osteopaths or chiropractors.  Fifty year 

members became dues free.  An entertainment committee was founded 
and a historian (Paul Morant) was appointed.  The Verein Constitution 
was revised and reprinted in booklet form by August 1957.  The 
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increasing frequency of Verein sponsored activities is shown by the 

following chronology: 
 
  09/15/51 Dance at Helvetia Park 
  07/19/52 Dance at Turn Verein 
  09/13/52 Dance at Helvetia Park 
  09/21/52 All Nations Picnic at State Fairgrounds 
  09/25/52 Swiss Film at Turn Verein 
  05/00/53 Dance at Elk Grove Park 
  07/17/53 Dance at Turn Verein 
  09/12/53 Dance at Helvetia Park 

  12/18/53 First Christmas Party 
  06/05/54 Young Musicians Dance 
  12/19/54 Second Christmas Party 
  02/19/55 First Post-War Masquerade at Turn Verein 
  10/24/55 United Nations Day Pageant 
  12/17/55 Helvetia Verein Bowling Club founded 
   (Ferdy Morant – First President) 
 
 Throughout the Fifties and beyond, the annual Christmas Party, 

the Masquerade, and other dances continued to be the mainstay 
Helvetia Verein events in addition to participation in the United 
Nations, or Citizenship Day pageants.   
 
 Encouraging members to donate blood was also initiated during 
the Fifties; however, the Bowling Club’s competitions, accompanying 
camaraderie and banquets became a very popular recreation for Verein 
members.  By the mid Fifties the Verein membership rose to 148 
members. 

 
 The crescendo of Verein changes continued into the Sixties with 
Presidents Hans Gisler (1959-1960), Frank Schmidig (1960-1962), 
Werner Dillier (1962-1963), John Gisler (1963-1967) and Marvon 
Zgraggen (1968-1972).  The Verein generosity raised the Sick Benefit 
limit from $800 to $1,000 and the Death Benefit from $200 to $400 by 
1967.  The $12.00 annual dues, though, remained the same. 
 
 

 Beginning January 1964, after 72 years, the Verein changed from 
holding two monthly meetings to meeting once a month.  In 1967, for 
the first time, the Swiss Ladies’Society joined the Verein in celebrating 
their anniversary banquets together.  Early in the Sixties, bowling 
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tournaments with the San Francisco bowlers began.  On August 4, 

1963, the basis for the current First of August celebration became 
established with a picnic at William Land Park.  The annual 
Masquerade Fall Dance and Christmas Party events continued.  For 
the 1969 Christmas Party, at a preceding Verein meeting, members 
voted to serve “whiskey.” 
 

 
 
 By the late Sixties, the Verein began to reveal some stresses and 
concerns.  A plea by the Verein officers to change the investment 
portfolio from the time consuming real estate loans to ones easier to 
manager was eventually heeded.  Attendance and participation in 

Verein events, along with its membership, had decreased.  Perhaps the 
lure and fascination of colored television partly caused this problem.  
Members were motivated to find new ways to attract new members. 
 
 Through the Seventies, Verein Presidents Marvon Zgraggen (1968-
1972) and Joe Achermann (1973-1983) rallied to build the Verein’s 
membership.  The great surge of Swiss immigrants during the Fifties 
and Sixties had waned by the Seventies.  The Verein, with the spirited 
exuberance of its Fifties and Sixties immigrant members, maintained 

the bowling club activities, Christmas parties, Masquerade and 
Sprint/Fall dances.  The concerns to acquire new members led to 
establishing two membership categories.  At the 1976 General Meeting 
a “passive” (social) membership class along with the traditional 
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“active” (benefit) membership class were approved.  The need for 

greater participation in Verein function led to soliciting the help of the 
Swiss Ladies’ Society at some of the dances.  The cry for new activities 
brought about the characteristics of the First of August Picnic through 
the 1974 event at Freeport’s Beach Lake Reserve.  The annual tradition 
of offering members a family style picnic “mit Wurst und Brot” began 
with this lively event, featuring a variety of games and contests 
including crossbow shooting.  In the latter Seventies, Freeport’s Saint 
Joseph Catholic Church became the site for this popular event.  During 
this time concern was expressed that it might be time to revise the 
Verein’s 1957 Constitution. 

 
 During the Eighties, the Verein Presidents Joe Achermann (1973-
1983), Paul Kiser (1984-1985), Marvon Zgraggen (1986-1987), and 
Alfred Wackerli (1988-1989) led the Verein through a period of major 
transitions.  The first change occurred on May 7, 1980, when the 
members approved the formation of an umbrella entity which was 
named the United Swiss Lodge of California (USLOC).  The 
Sacramento Helvetia Verein and the Sacramento Swiss Ladies’ Society 
were to be its first two Chapters.  The Internal Revenue Service had 

questioned the Helvetia Verein’s non-profit status.  The law required 
the existence of an umbrella structure with Chapters to be a non-profit 
fraternal organization.  The USLOC affiliation gained the Verein its 
fraternal status and the IRS recognition as a tax-exempt, non-profit 
organization.  In January 1981, the Helvetia Verein and the Swiss 
Ladies, through the USLOC, selected their first joint charity project – 
erecting a statue for Sacramento’s Swiss founder, General John A. 
Sutter. 
 

 The next major change began in June 1981 with the formation of a 
committee to update the Verein’s 1957 Constitution.  The Constitution 
Committee’s efforts brought recognition of the need to change the 
“business” language of the Verein from German to English, which 
officially occurred at the January 9, 1983 meeting.  By the 1985 
General Meeting, a new red and white revised constitution booklet, 
featuring Mother Helvetia on the cover, was presented to the members 
and adopted.  One of its main features sought to solve the problem of 
membership decline during the 70s and 80s.  Social members gained 

the right to hold office and to vote on any Verein business, except sick 
and death benefit questions.  Consequently, several Social members 
were elected to Verein offices and gave the Verein the benefits of their 
experiences and talent.  One resulting outcome came about in August 
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1986 when the Helvetia Verein, through its USLOC affiliation, became 

incorporated.  This protected the Verein officers from personal liability 
and litigation while performing Verein business.  In addition to these 
organizational changes during the Eighties, some other significant 
happenings occurred. 
 
 The first edition of the Verein newsletter, “Alphorn,” was mailed 
to members in December 1983 featuring news about meetings, 
members and articles of interest to Swiss descendants.  River cruises 
and wine country bus tours became selected activities that partially 
replaced those of the Verein’s Bowling Club which, after nearly 30 

years, was officially disbanded on August 1, 1984. 
 
 A Swiss culture presentation, as part of Old Sacramento’s 1984 
International Festival, replicated the community pageants and sharing 
of Swiss heritage with the Sacramento area community.  The first 
Metzgete Dinner and Dance was held on November 2, 1985.  It was 
jointly sponsored with the Swiss Ladies on November 2, 1985.  The 
Metzgete has continued as an annual event as well as the Woodland 
Barbecue at Nelson’s Grove.  The first Barbecue was held on May 4, 

1986, and attracted over 200 people.  It provided an opportunity for a 
Flood Victim Fundraiser to assist six Swiss families affected by the 
drenching February rainstorms.  On August 25, 1986, the General 
Sutter Statue Fundraiser was officially launched at Sutter’s Fort.  In 
attendance was local TV, radio and newspaper media.   
 
 An Octoberfest, sponsored by USLOC and affiliates, was held at 
Lodi’s Micke Grove raising nearly $3,000.  In November 1986 a 
Monte Carlo Night was held which raised almost $2,000.  These events 

would not have been possible without the help of the Swiss Ladies’ 
Society.  At the General Meeting held earlier that year in February, the 
Verein members approved, with a vote of 67 of 76 ballots, a $10,000 
donation for the Sutter Memorial Fund.  These funds, along with those 
raised by our compatriots in Switzerland, enabled the USLOC to 
commission the artist, Spero Anargyros, to begin sculpting the statue.   
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 By October 1987, the statue was mounted 

on its pedestal in front of the Sutter Hospital by 
Sutter’s Fort. 
 
 On Friday, October 23, a Gala Banquet at 
the Holiday Holidome celebrated this great 
event.  Over 500 guests attended, among them 
about 200 visitors and dignitaries from 
Switzerland, including Governor Nyffeler from 
Basel-Land, the home state of General Sutter.  
A colorful dedication ceremony followed the 

next morning featuring the California State 
Militia and speeches by Sacramento’s Mayor 
Ann Rudin as well as other dignitaries and 
guests.  In the evening a “Rendezvous in Old 
Sacramento” treated guests to a reception at 
the Railroad Museum, a river cruise, a train 
ride, Western food plus a variety of fine 
entertainment.  Included was a personal 
greeting by General John A. Sutter himself, 

portrayed by the historian John Stammerjohn. 
 

 Sacramento’s 1989 Sesquicentennial Celebration commemorated 
150 years since the landing of Sutter at the American River on August 
13, 1839, and the founding of New Helvetia.  Just as in the 1939 
Centennial, the Helvetia Verein participated again in the festivities and 
parade.  Members, under the direction of Al Wackerli, created the float 
“The Sacramento Swiss Connection.”   
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 The float depicted a Swiss Chalet, Sutter’s Fort entrance, Martha 

Sutter, a direct Sutter decedent, along with Swiss and Mexican 
dancers, Wilhelm Tell, Swiss musicians and an alphorn blower. 
 

 
   

 
 The highlight of the year was Sacramento’s Gala Birthday 
Celebration in August at the Radisson Hotel where the Swiss National 
flag joined the American flag with all the 26 Swiss Canton flags.  
Nearly 1000 guests attended with many visitors from Switzerland who 
came to pay tribute to the Sutter legacy.  Sacramento’s and Listel’s 
Switzerland mayors signed declarations naming the two capitals Sister-

Cities. 
 
 The Helvetia Verein started the Nineties by appropriately electing 
George Marty (1990-1991) for president.  His father, Al “Carpenter” 
Marty also served as a Verein president.  For President George Marty, 
1991 continued to be a very active year because of Switzerland’s 700 
year anniversary.  He and the Verein’s active members responded to 
communications from Switzerland, the Swiss Consul, Swiss clubs and 
institutions to support and coordinate the many special 700 year 

events.  A fundraiser for the purchase of an Auslandschweizer  Platz in 
Brunnen, Switzerland yielded over $600.  The Sacramento Helvetia 
Verein and the affiliated USLOC hosted a two day 700 Year 
Celebration on May 5 and 6 featuring a Saturday evening dinner cruise 
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on the Sacramento River for 200 guests.  The Sunday steak barbecue at 

Woodland’s Nelson’s Grove attracted over 500 people from the Bay 
Area, San Joaquin Valley and Sacramento.  A special thanks to the 
support of the San Francisco 700 Year Anniversary Committee, of 
which Werner Dillier was a member, representing the Sacramento 
Valley.  The same thanks goes to the San Francisco Swiss Singing 
Society. 
 
 Another event the Sacramento Swiss affiliates sponsored was Swiss 
Day at the 1991 California State Fair.  The San Joaquin Valley Swiss 
Club and the San Joaquin Valley Swiss Echos contributed to making 

this event successful.  The Verein continued to sponsor its annual 
events – First of August Picnic, Metzgete and the Christmas Party.  It 
also managed its investment portfolio and continued the benefit 
program.  Once again the membership has grown to the high level of 
the post-World War II era. 
 

 
President George Marty and the 100th Anniversary Committee 
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1992 to 2017 
By Paul Kiser 

 
 After attending the SHV’s March 14, 1992, 100 Anniversary 
Banquet held at the Red Lion the Swiss Consul General, Pierre Jordan, 
praised SHV member Werner Dillier’s Sutter Docudrama Film Project 
and pledged a $10,000 donation of left over funds from the 1991 Year 
of celebrating the 700 year milestone.  This spurred Werner to engage 
the Sacramento Swiss in many other fund raising activities through the 
following years intent on sharing the legacy of Captain John Augustus 

Sutter.  For example,  he and the SHV raised $2,613 during the August 
1 Celebration in 1992 for Albert Ming Jr. who was a prominent 
schwinger on the West Coast who, unfortunately, passed way from 
cancer leaving behind a wife and three children.  
 
 Another fundraiser was held at the May 2, 1993, Woodland BBQ 
with a musical troupe from Switzerland, “Echoes of Schattenberg” 
who entertained a crowd of 325 people and, with the raffle, raised 
$4900 for Werner’s Sutter Film Project. And the annual Oktoberfests 

at Lodi’s Micke Grove, beginning in 1986 through 1995 raised funds 
for the United Swiss Lodge of California (USLOC) Sutter projects.  In 
1993 the following Swiss Ladies and Helvetia Verein members served 
as USLOC Officers:  Marianne Richardson, President; Ferdi Morant, 
Vice President; Betty Furrer, Treasurer; Bud Taglio, Secretary; Werner 
Dillier, Film Committee Chairperson and Swiss Abroad 
Representative; and Marilynn Gisler, Public Relations Chairperson.  
 
 This team led the Sacramento area Swiss in community 

engagements, activities, and fundraising through the 1990s.  In 1996, 
for example, August SHV member and Past President Noel Flecklin 
displayed Swiss artifacts and pictures of Swiss California businesses at 
the State Fair for International Day.  In 1997 Noel had even bigger 
booths and a better location called Global Village which featured 
alphorns, yodeling, Alex Suter’s accordion music, flags, and Swiss cow 
bells.  On May 9 the following year, there was a fundraising event at 
the Turn Verein Auditorium with a performance by the “Echoes of 
Schattenberg” music group. And in March 1997 the Helvetia Verein, 
Swiss Ladies, & USLOC celebrated their anniversaries at the Riverside 

Elks Lodge with about 200 people enjoying the yodeling of Lisa Ward. 
On October 17, 1999, the Sutter Docudrama Film premiered at the 
Crest Theater.  Four hundred people attended plus a few more Native 
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Americans, who protested, thinking the film would misrepresent their 

experiences with Sutter.  However, the film attempted to accurately 
share his life and tribulations. The 1990s were a very busy for all three 
clubs.  But members were getting older and fewer new members were 
joining.  The times were changing and the need for a social club was 
declining.   
 
 On January 5, 2000, the Swiss Ladies invited the Verein men to 
their Potluck Dinner.  During the presidency of Regi Blattler, the Swiss 
Ladies changed their first Tuesday of the month meeting to the first 
Wednesday to coincide with the Verein’s so husbands and wives could 

travel for their separate meetings together.  These steps led to the 
unification of the two groups.  A hosted bar and sausage were always 
offered during the SHV meetings.  President George Marty started the 
tradition of serving dinners ‘after’ the Verein meetings to encourage 

greater attendance and invited the Swiss Ladies to join the men once 
their meeting downstairs was over. 
 
 Another integration move came with the request from the Swiss 
Ladies for some of their non-Swiss husbands to become eligible for 

Verein membership.  The Verein complied.  At the July 5, 2000, 
meeting, these husbands of Swiss Ladies became Verein members:  
Edward Gardella, George Haag, Edward Lambert, William Revere, 
and Arthur Schmidt.  In September of 2000, some of these new Verein 
members joined USLOC, Helvetia Verein, and Swiss Ladies in 
Sacramento’s 150th Anniversary of California’s Statehood 
celebrations. 
 
 The Verein’s 110th and Ladies’ 80th anniversaries were celebrated 
on March 9, 2002 at the former Sacramento Inn.  It was a leisurely 
evening with Ripon’s Swiss Echoes singing and yodeling.   
 
 The Swiss Ladies’ Society never met in July and the Verein men 
voted to eliminate their July meetings in 2003.  The two clubs were 
starting to blend nicely at about this time.  The Swiss Ladies expressed 
two concerns:  Putting a limit on the cost sharing of monthly meeting 
suppers and pursuing the possible unification for the two clubs. 
  

 On March 10, 2007, the clubs celebrated their 5-year anniversaries 
together once again.  The SHV’s 115th and the SLS’s 85th 

anniversaries were celebrated at the Croatian Cultural Center with 210 
persons attending at the cost of $15 per person for each member.  



18 
 

Although the price for the meal was greatly reduced to members, and 

the club picked up 80 % of the meal, it was the first year that the clubs 
could no longer afford to offer the event at no cost to members.     
 
 Besides sharing events with the Swiss Ladies, the Verein 
collaborated on a cookbook, called Swiss-American “Family 
Favorites”, a compilation of recipes from home villages dating back to 
the 1848 California Gold Rush and shared by 3rd and 4th generation 
Swiss and American descendants.  The Cookbook Committee included 
Elena Scheiber Fippin, Anita Kassel, Marilies Haag, Marilies Hobday, 
Ruth Peterhans, Lee Lambert, Eileen Adams, Marianne Richardson, 

Iride Revere, Kathy Omlin, Annelie Klenner & Family, and Ferdinand 
and Betty Morant.  More than 200 copies were printed and sold. 
 
 Representatives from both the Swiss Ladies and the Verein worked 
together to organize events that both clubs shared. Paul Kiser and Gabi 
Wackerli became Activity Chairs helping to coordinate all yearly 
activities.   To this day they assure licenses, food, venues, promotions 
and volunteers are in place to offer activities such as the Annual 
Winter Christmas Party, which is being held at the Turn Verein Hall; 

the Annual Spring Picnic, which started at Nelson Grove in 1986; the 
Summer August 1 Celebration, which is no longer held outside due to 
the heat and is now celebrated during the club’s August meeting; and 
the Fall’s Metzgete which started in 1985 and is held the first Saturday 
in November at the Turn Verein Hall.   
 
 The lodge also offers an Annual Fondue Night at our October 
meeting.  Originally, Alfred Wackerli used “Madame Guillard’s 
Recipe” and started this event in the mid-1980s. Later, Ferdi and Betty 

Morant continued the October custom, and now Ernest Gudel and 
John Sweat cook the fondue and organize Fondue Night with 93-year 
old Ferdi’s oversight.   
 
 For the last seven years another annual SHV activity, the Swiss-
German Language Class, is held at John & Dixie Immoos’ home in 
Citrus Heights, CA.  It is a six week course and the instructors include 
volunteer members, Silvan and Ruth Peterhans, Maria Haag, Ferdi 
and Betty Morant, Barbara Blattler-Eichenberger, Annelise Kaelin, 

Maya Rogers, and Franziska Froriep. 
 
 Additional fun Verein activities have included multiple hikes, a 
Crocker Art Gallery tour and luncheon, a family activity visiting the 
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Sacramento Zoo, an adult activity - the Brew Pub Bike Tour, and 

visiting Scribner Winery. Brunch and Jass gatherings are held every 
other month at Ettore’s by the dedicated efforts of Gabi Wackerli.  
Also on the other alternate months, Franziska Froriep conducts Swiss-

German Coffee Kafichränzli at Ettore’s for persons wanting to 

improve their speaking skills.  Joan Achermann and Walter Grob hold 
a Fall and a Spring Golf Tournament each year for members as well. 
 
 In 2008, Bob Achermann, Emil Isler, Ferdi Morant, and Louie 
Muller were asked to explore ways of combining the Swiss Ladies’ 

Society and Verein.  By the year’s end, discussions had become 
serious.  At the January 2009 Verein Meeting, Ed Lambert was 
appointed chairperson of the Unification Committee.  This was a giant 
step toward joining the “Men” and “Ladies”.  Also aiding the process 
was the new website, www.sacramentoswiss.com created by Joan 
Achermann listing the activities of the two organizations.  The clubs 
were not only doing everything together, they were also dwindling in 
size and trying to save money; therefore, merging the two seemed 
reasonable and was put to the vote.  The Merger Vote reported by 
Recording Secretary, Louie Muller, showed overwhelming support:  
127 Yes and 19 No.  
 
 Ed Lambert was elected Verein President in 2010.  His 
occupational experience in negotiations for Sacramento County served 
well in guiding him, the Sacramento Helvetia Verein and Swiss Ladies’ 
Society through the labyrinth of constitutional issues Bob Achermann 
identified and which needed to be resolved before the merger could be 
consummated.  During the two years of his presidency, Ed craftily lead 
the process of revising the Sacramento Helvetia Verein’s constitution 

and by-laws, with the help of Bob Achermann resulting in the 
dissolution of the Swiss Ladies’ Society and the United Swiss Lodge of 
California so they could be incorporated into the Sacramento Helvetia 
Verein.  The Swiss Ladies held their last meeting in December, 2011 
and their first meeting together with the Helvetia Verein in January 
2012.  Later USLOC was dissolved and replaced by the Verein’s Swiss 
American Connection Committee whose purpose is to engage in 
community events, focus on Swiss heritage, culture, and promote 
public relations. 

 
 The club’s 120th Anniversary Celebration was held March 24, 
2012 at the Croatian Cultural Center at which time both presidents 
during the merger, Ed Lambert and Kathy Omlin, were recognized, 
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and thanked.  At this point they asked the entire lodge to stand and 

toast the first year of the Men and Women’s SHV.  MC, President 
Ernest Gudel raised his glass and toasted the smooth transition and 
future unity. During this anniversary dinner, Paul Kiser was presented 
an award recognizing the countless hours spent in selfless dedicated 

service over many years’ time preparing meals each month for the lodge 
meetings, heading the activities committee, taking care of all food and 
storage needs, obtaining all necessary licenses and doing whatever else 

was needed to ensure  each event was a success.  Ron Scheiber was also 

recognized with an engraved bottle necklace thanking him for his 
generous time and sharing talents over the years  performing authentic 

Swiss music with his renowned Ron Scheiber Orchestra. The cost to 
attend Anniversary Dinners was now $35 per member.  The club 
picked up 50% of the bill and the members paid the other half.    
 
 In 2012,  President Ernest Gudel (2012-2014) had a keen interest in 
history and followed up with starting a committee to promote our club 
in the community. He attended meetings of the Sutter Historical 
Society and arranged setting up booths at Sutter’s Fort for the “Hands 
on History” events in the Spring of 2014 and 2015 featuring brochures 
from the Swiss Consulate in San Francisco, Verein’s cookbooks, 
accordionist, Walter Grob, and yodeler, Art Brogli.  Committee 
member Marianne Richardson has kept a serious interest in Swiss 
Abroad and especially our Sacramento Sister City, Liestal. 
 
 The merger has brought a number of positive changes to the 
Verein.  After years of volunteering as Sergeant of Arms, Otto Gisler 
retired and newly elected Marta Allegrini took over the office and 
expanded the duties to include setting up the Club’s hosted bar, coffee 

table and desserts at each meeting. Also, a newly designed quarterly 
newsletter, “The Yodeler”, replaced the former “Alphorn” by the 
efforts of Joan Achermann and Elaine Hobday.  In 2013, President 
Ernest Gudel initiated a speaker series at monthly meetings.  Verein 
immigrant members chosen to tell about their life experiences were:  
Annelise Kaelin, Joe Muller, Pius Schuler, Ruth Peterhans, and Alois 
Peter.  Other speakers from the Sutter’s Fort Historical Society, 
California Indian Museum, and author of “Sutter: A life on the North 
American Frontier” spoke at meetings.  

 
 Bob Blattler was elected President of the Sacramento Helvetia 
Verein in 2014 and engaged in a fundraiser offering personalized SHV 
license plate frames, raising money for the lodge.  For our Woodland 
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BBQ, Bob Blattler, like Louie Kaelin in previous years, built a special 

barbecue wagon to cook our pork ribs. During Bob’s presidency he 
also asked Karleen Darr to help and eventually take over Betty 
Morant’s position as Chairperson of the SHV Adopt a Plot Gardening 
Committee. Betty has volunteered as head gardener maintaining a plot 
in Sacramento’s Historic Cemetery for over 25 years.  Volunteers meet 
each spring to weed, plant and maintain the 5’x12’ cemetery plot.  And 
during this time, Recording Secretary, Louie Muller, who held that 
office for 20 years, from 1996-2015, reviewed Werner Dillier’s Library 
of Captain John Sutter Memorabilia and placed it in the Sacramento 
History Archives.   

 
 The office of president is a two year term, so in 2016, Anita Kassel 
was elected president and became the first female president of the 
Sacramento Helvetia Verein.  The lodge is working, the members are 
active and the events are plentiful.  Over the past 125 years the purpose 
and need of the club may have changed, but the desire to keep close to 
Switzerland and the love of our Swiss ancestors remains strong.     
 
 March 25, 2017, is the Sacramento Helvetia Verein’s 125th 

Anniversary Celebration.  Chair, Martha Friedrich, Paul Kiser, 
Karleen Darr and Sandra Wipfli expanded the club’s 100th Year 
History Booklet to include the last 25 years.  The new 125th Year 
History Booklet will be available at this year’s Celebration which is 
being held at the Croatian Cultural Center.  The Gruber Family Band 
is playing and an exciting celebration is in store.  The cost per member 
in 2017 is $38 per member with the club picking up the other 50% of 
the tab.        
 

As of January 2017, the Sacramento Helvetia Verein had 198 
members. By a recent count, over a 100 persons in the last 25 years 
have made noteworthy contributions toward the Verein’s support and 
endeavors.  At the risk of offending some unintentionally, these people 
are applauded: 
 
COUPLES:  Bob & Joan Achermann, Bob & Barbara Blattler, Rudy & 
Tammy Egger, Doug & Connie Frank, Hal & Sara Franscioni, Ernest 
& Rosemarie Gnos, Ernest & Valarie Gudel, Gerhart & Traudel 

Gumpp, George & Maria Haag, Howard & Marilie Hobday, Walter & 
Maile Imboden, John & Dixie Immoos, Louie & Annelise Kaelin, Jim 
& Anita Kassel, Paul & Alice Kiser, Jorge & Annelie Klenner, Ed & 
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Lee Lambert, Ferdi & Betty Morant, Joe & Marie Muller, Tony & 

Pietra Peter, Silvan & Ruth Peterhans, Ernie & Carolyn Pfanner. 
 
SINGLES:  Marta Allegrini, Jonathan Battig, Linda Brown, James 
Coldwell, Karleen Darr, Leo Fassler, Larry Fibich, Noel Flecklin, 
Martha Friedrich, Franziska Froriep, John Gisler, Martin Gisler, Mike 
Gisler, Otto Gisler Sr., Elaine Hobday, David Inderkum, Bob Immoos, 
Peter Kassel, Joni Keck, Erika Ketelsen, Marie Krummenacher, Sara 
Martinez, George Marty, Helen Marty, Liz Marty, Margaret Miller, 
Kathy Omlin, Ettore Ravazzolo, Anne Marie Reber, Iride Revere, 
Marianne Richardson, Maya Rogers, Ron Scheiber, Frank Schmidig, 

David Schmidig, Marily Schmucki, Pius Schuler, Kathy Stassi, Jessica 
Swarner, Sylvia Swarner, John Sweat, Bud Taglio, Roland Tenthorey, 
Margaret Trivett-Friedrich, Gabi Wackerli, Sandra Wipfli, Eduardo 
Zapata, Alice Zeboski.  
 
MOST GRATEFULLY WE APPRECIATE THE RON SCHEIBER 

ORCHESTRA AND WALTER GROB FOR MUSIC 
THROUGHOUT ALL THE YEARS 
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Sacramento Helvetia Frauen and Toechter Verein 

Sacramento Swiss Ladies’ Society 
1922 - 2012 

 
 Sacramento Helvetia Frauen and Toechter Verein, more 
commonly known as the Sacramento Swiss Ladies’ Society, first met at 
the home of Katherina Wachter on Thursday afternoon, May 11, 1922.  
Thirty-four ladies got together to form the society with the purpose to 
render financial aid in sickness and death, cultivate mutual sociability 
among its members and preserve the culture and traditions of their 
homeland, Switzerland. 
 
 The Society’s history has been recorded in its ledgers.  German was 
the written and spoken language until 1968 when change was made in 
the constitution and by-laws to permit the meetings be held in English 
as well as the written records.   From its original establishment the SSL 
cosponsored large-scale cultural, social events with the men’s 
Sacramento Helvetia Verein. The Swiss Ladies’ Society also hosted the 
Jass parties until the event became less attended.  The SSL used their 

funds to support local charities and worthy causes. 
 
 As the society grew, they met on the second and fourth Thursdays 
of each month to plan social activities and transact related business.  
One of their first planned social events was a Masquerade Ball held on 
Saturday evening in January 1924 in conjunction with the Sacramento 
Helvetia Verein.  From that time on, traditions began to be established.  
The Masquerade Ball was held each January or February, a spring and 
fall dance, a Christmas Party for the children and a New Year’s Eve 

dance on December 31.  Halls were rented from various organizations 
to hold these events – Forester’s Hall, Odd Fellow’s Hall, Masonic 
Hall, and the Turn Verein Hall.  The Society also participated in 
parades and other city celebration events. 
 
 As the membership grew, the various homes were too small to 
accommodate the growing membership.  The meetings were then 
moved to the Turn Verein Hall on J Street in November 1926 where 
they paid $5 per month rent.  There they stayed until they moved to the 
Forester’s Hall in October 1928 where the rent was $4. 
 
 As times changed and many of the ladies were joining the working 
ranks, the meetings were changed to once a month and held in the 
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evenings.  The meetings moved once again to the Oak Park Odd 

Fellows Hall on 34th Street.  The rent there was a mere $3.50 per 
month.  This is where they stayed until February 1968 when they 
moved back to the Turn Verein Hall. In order to rent that facility, the 
meetings had to be changed from Thursday to the first Tuesday of the 
month.   
 
 The Sacramento Swiss Ladies (SSL) volunteered to adopt and 
beautify a Swiss heritage plot at the Sacramento Historic City 
Cemetery. The SSL initiated the annual donations of canned goods, 
financial and children’s gifts to the Sacramento Food Bank.  Naturally, 

the Ladies’ Society included cooking and baking traditions. The annual 
Christmas Cookie Exchange was always a popular event. The SSL also 
managed assembling the 1996 publication of the “Swiss American 
Favorites” cookbook that includes numerous traditional Swiss recipes. 
 
 The Society had grown from the original 34 members to 111 
members in 1992.  In 1980, the United Swiss Lodge of California was 
formed with the Sacramento Helvetia Verein and the Sacramento 
Swiss Ladies’ Society becoming a part of that fraternal organization.  

As a member of that organization, the Society continued to participate 
in broader Swiss cultural related activities which strengthened the bond 
with their homeland and the United States.   
 
The goals and activities of the Sacramento Swiss Ladies’ Society were 
always closely linked to the men’s Sacramento Helvetia Verein. Over 
the years the topic of merging the two clubs repeatedly arose. Financial 
and decreasing membership considerations led the two clubs to 
combine loyalty and commitment to their Swiss heritage into a single, 

united organization. The SSL joined with the men’s Sacramento 
Helvetia Verein in 2012. The SSL enjoyed an 89 year history. The final 
meeting for the SSL under President Katherine Omlin was December 
2011 and the first meeting of the combined SHV was held January 
2012 with Ed Lambert as the President. 
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United Swiss Lodge of California (USLOC) 
Sacramento 

1981 - 2012 
 
 In 1981, the Sacramento Helvetia Verein received a request from 
IRS to file an income tax return.  They reasoned the Helvetia Verein 
was not an exempt organization.  To be such, it would have to be 
structured to qualify as a fraternal organization with a parent lodge and 
chapter groups.  The Verein and the Swiss Ladies voted to form such a 
parent organization and make the Sacramento Helvetia Verein and the 

Sacramento Swiss Ladies’ Society its chapters.  It would also have to 
show its intent to solicit more chapters than just the two lodges in 
Sacramento.  With that intent in mind, the organization was named: 

The United Swiss Lodge of California (USLOC).  However, the new 
entity had to have a purpose other than to just avoid paying income 
taxes.  Therefore, the goal was established to educate the public about 
the true story of Sacramento’s founder, John A. Sutter.  It was time for 
the Swiss to stand up and reclaim this famous California pioneer as a 
Swiss emigrant.  Consequently, on May 1, 1981, USLOC was born, 

and with it the “Captain John A. Sutter Memorial Fund”.   
 
 The USLOC can point with pride to several notable achievements.   
 
1. On October 12, 1986, USLOC held its first annual Oktoberfest in 
Micke Grove, Lodi.  The proceeds from the events in 1986 and 1987 
went to help fund the Sutter Memorial.  Proceeds from subsequent 
years go to the General John A. Sutter Scholarship fund. 
 

2. After several years of research, planning and campaigning, a statue 
of General John A Sutter, by artist Spero Anargyros, was dedicated on 
October 10, 1987.  This monument proclaims Sacramento’s founder to 
be a Swiss emigrant.  The statue is located at 28th & L Streets, 
Sacramento and can be seen at any time. 
 
3. A scholarship fund honoring General Sutter was established and 
funded.  The first student exchange, to be funded from this project, 
took place in 1992. 

 
4.  USLOC worked with the Sacramento City Council, Liestal, Basel-
Land and CH to have Liestal named as a sister city of California’s 
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capital.  This was approved by the Sacramento County Council and 

the city of Liestal became a Sister City to Sacramento in August 1989. 
 
5.  In 1989, USLOC played a vital part in Sacramento’s 
Sesquicentennial (150 years) festivities.  We entered a float in the 
History Parade, helped organize the Sesquicentennial Gala Banquet – 
which was attended by 1,000 guests, and held the Swiss August 1 

celebration at Sutter’s Fort which was attended by over 450 people.  

 
6. An essay contest in 1989 was held with seven winners from high 

schools in the Sacramento City Unified School District.  The winners 
were awarded a two-week trip to Switzerland.  They were given a 
sendoff on June 11, 1989 at the San Francisco International Airport.  
The contest was sponsored by the Swiss Tourist Office in San 
Francisco, the Balair airlines, the General Sutter Foundation in 
Sacramento, Liestal and Basel-Land.  
 

USLOC Officer, Secretary Bud Taglio assisted the USLOC and its 
two Chapters, the Sacramento Helvetia Verein and Sacramento Swiss 
Ladies in bringing their Constitutions into conformity.  An additional 

service USLOC provided was securing Liability Insurance for the 
events of the organizations. 

 
USLOC’s main interests during the 1990’s centered on the Sutter 

Docudrama film project and the General Sutter Scholarship Fund.  
Plans for the first student exchanges became realized by March 31, 
1993, with about 20 students applying.   
 

Fundraising for the film and its production became the main focus 

of USLOC.  To raise awareness of Swiss presence, USLOC 
encouraged its Chapters participation in annual events like the 
Camellia Parade and State Fair, plus special events like the 1998 
Sesquicentennial Gold Rush Celebration. 
 

By June 1993, meetings with the Sutter Film Director, Benny 
Fasnacht of Switzerland, had begun.  After numerous communications 
and meetings, actual filming in California began in July, 1996 and 
completed in the spring, 1997 at Sutter’s Fort.  Production and 

processing took more than two years to create the General Sutter 
Docudrama Film, which premiered at Sacramento’s Crest Theater on 
October 17, 1999 to a viewing audience of 400. 
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USLOC became intent on producing video cassettes of the Film 

and marketing them to schools, public television, and other 
instittutions to raise money for the General Sutter Scholarship Fund. 
Through the following years USLOC founder, Werner C. Dillier, 
worked relentlessly on promoting the Sutter Projects through contacts 
with donor’s locally and in Switzerland, the Swiss Counsel Office in 
San Francisco, and welcoming tour groups and arranging 
entertainment in Old Sacramento with Schaffhausen Swiss Marching 
Band.  Werner Dillier passed away in September 2005 and his role in 
the community as our Swiss Liaison Ambassador will be remembered 
with tremendous appreciation. By 2012, USLOC dissolved into the 

Sacramento Helvetia Verein.  
 
 None of the above achievements could have been accomplished 
without the help of the people of Switzerland, the Swiss Americans 
and friends.  We are so grateful for all of the assistance they have given 
in achieving these noteworthy goals.  
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Sacramento Helvetia Verein 
Presidents 

 
Emil Schmid 1892-95 August Von Rotz 1931-32 
Frank Stadler 1895-95 Fred Fick 1932-34 
Jacob Fassler 1895-96 Fred Mangold 1934 
Emil Schmid 1896-97 Jack Rickli 1934-35 
Fred “Fritz” Kuechler 1897-98 Carl Steinauer 1935-36 
Albert Buergi 1898-99 John Waechter 1936-38 
Emil Schmid 1899 Arnold Heller 1938-39 
Henry Honegger 1899-00 William Benz 1939-40 
Karl Hauser 1900 Anton Stadler 1940-41 
Emil Schmid 1901 Joe Kiene 1941-43 
Albert Buergi 1901-02 John Waechter 1944-52 
Emil Schmid 1902-03 Joe Achermann 1953-57  
Johann Baumann 1904 Werner Dillier 1958-59 
F. Brunner 1904-05 Hans Gisler 1960 
J Muller 1905-06 Frank Schmidig 1961-62 

John Stuessi 1906 Werner Dillier 1963-64 
Jacob Meyer 1907-08 John Gisler 1965-67 
Fred “Fritz” Kuechler 1908-10 Marvon Zgraggen 1968-72  
Karl Hauser 1910-12 Joe Achermann 1973-83 
Albert Marty 1912 Paul Kiser 1984-85 
August Flachsmann 1912-13 Marvon Zgraggen 1986-87 
Gottlieb Hunziker 1914 Al Wackerli 1988-89 
Ben Steinauer 1915 George Marty 1990-92 
Anton Petrig 1916 Paul Kiser 1992-94 

Albert Buergi 1917 George Marty 1994-96 
Jakob Muller 1918-19 Marvon Zgraggen 1996-98 
Lois Stolz 1919 George Alther 1998-00 
Anton Petrig 1920 Noel Flecklin 2000-02 
Alois Grab 1921 Robert Blattler 2002-04 
Louis Stolz 1922 Tom Gisler 2004-06 
John Holdener 1922 Noel Flecklin 2006-08 
Martin Grab 1923-24 Tom Gisler 2008-10 
Charles Inderbitzen 1924 Edward Lambert 2010-12 

Albert Marty 1924-27 Ernest Gudel 2012-14 
Harry Vogt 1927 Robert Blattler 2014-16 
Joe Kiene 1927-29 Anita Kassel 2016-18 
Ambros Senn 1929-31 
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Sacramento Helvetia Frauen and Toechter Verein 
Sacramento Swiss Ladies’ Society 

Presidents 
 
Katharina Wachter 1922 Alice Dillier 1956-57 
Marie Inderbitzin 1923-24 Marie Planzer 1958-59 
Marie Kuchler 1925-26 Elisabeth Morant 1960-61 
Marie Rohrer 1926 Mathilde Peter 1962-65 
Margaretha Gastman 1927-29 Elisabeth Morant 1966-67 

Bertha Brischgi 1930 Betty Furrer 1968-69 
Albertina Marty 1931-32 Carolyn Von Flue 1970-71 
Marie Inderbitzin 1933 Cecelia Roberts 1972 
Erica Stocker 1934-35 Janice Morant 1973-74 
Bertha Pfanner 1936-37 Agnes Sutton-Wipfli 1975-77 
Martha Sutter 1938 Maya Rogers 1978-79 
Erica Stocker 1938-39 Marianne Richardson 1980-83 
Marie Rehm 1939 Marilyn Rogers 1984 
Rosa Benz 1940 Marilyn Gisler 1985-87 

Marie Rehm 1941 Elizabeth Marty 1988-90 
Alice Amstutz 1942-43 Susy Boesiger 1991-92 
Barbara Heller 1944-46 Regi Blattler 1993-96 
Alice Amstutz 1947-50 Marie Krumenacher 1997-00 
Mary Schmidt 1951-52 Anita Kassel 2001-04 
Emilie Schoenbachler 1953-55 Kathy Omlin 2005-11  
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2017 Officers and Trustees 
 
  Anita Kassel President 
  Sandra Wipfli Vice President 
  Gabi Wackerli Treasurer 
  Karleen Darr Recording Secretary 
  Franziska Froiep Financial Secretary 
  Marta Allegrini Sergeant –of-Arms 

  Annelise Kaelin Trustee 
  Martha Friedrich Trustee 
  Linda Brown Trustee 
 
 
 

125th Anniversary Banquet Committee 
 

Martha Friedrich, Chairperson 

Joan Achermann 
Pietra Peter 

Sandra Wipfli 
Alice Zeboski 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to the Sacramento Helvetia Verein and ALL for the many 

rich experiences and opportunities to serve. 
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20th Anniversary Banquet 

March 13, 1912 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

120th Anniversary Banquet 
March 24, 2012 
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