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Mark Your Calendars
March 4,   Wed.
March 7,   Sat.
March 21, Sat.
April 1,     Wed.
April 26,   Sun.

7 pm  
10 am
10 am
7 pm
Noon

Member Meeting
Hike in the Wild / Zoo and Pizza
Brunch and Jass at Ettore’s
Member Meeting
Annual Picnic BBQ, Woodland

May 6,    Wed. 7 pm
May 16,    Sat. 10 am
May 22,    Fri. 6 pm   
June 3,      Wed. 7 pm   
June 28,    Sun.     9 am

Member Meeting
Brunch and Jass at Ettore’s
Jumpin’ On The Brew Bike
Member Meeting
Caves! Cave City

SACRAMENTO SWISS HELVETIA VEREIN CONTACTS
President……………………
Bob Blattler ...........................
bobblattlerch1@aol.com
Vice President……………...
Erick Duringer ......................
erickduringer@hotmail.com
Financial Secretary………...
Gabi Wackerli.........................
gabi@prjinsurance.com
Recording Secretary………..
Karleen Darr............................
kldarr@ucdavis.edu    
                   
              Treasurer……………………
Sandra Wipfli .........................
smwipfli@gmailc.om
Sergeant-at-Arms…………..
Marta Allegrini........................
allegrinimarta@yahoo.com
        Trustees:      Barbara Eichenberger-Blattler,      Annelise Kaelin,         Martha Friedrich
Activities Committee Chair…
Paul Kiser................................
pkiserch@comcast.net
              Swiss-American Connection Committee
Ernest Gudel...........................
egudel@sbcglobal.net
Yodeler Editor………………
Claire Black Slotton  ...............
claire@iclaire.com
Sacramento Swiss Webmaster...       
Joan Achermann .....................
sacramentoswiss@yahoo.com
               
Please “like” us on Facebook and visit our website at www.sacramentoswiss.com
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Kathy Omlin, Moved to Napa
Kathy Omlin (nee Schilter) has had countless leadership rolls with Sacramento Swiss Ladies' Society including, Secretary, Treasurer and President.  
As a matter of fact, she was the Society’s President when the two clubs
merged in 2012.  Most recently, Kathy has volunteered as the SHV Social
Secretary. 52 years in the club has given her plenty of time to build strong
friendships and to give back to the club.  She will step down now that she,
her husband, Karl and their son ,Karly moved to Napa, CA. They  live near
her other son, Kenny Omlin and his wife. Now the whole family will be
together again.  
Kathy grew up in Washington State where she met husband Karl at a Swiss
dance for Fasnacht (Carnival).  She reminisces about the times when the
  (Continued, page 2)

Louie Muller, Retiring Recording Secretary
Louie has been Helvetia Verein's recording secretary for the last 20 years.  
What a gift to the club he has given!  As Louie steps down from his post, I
talked to him about life and reflections on Switzerland.  Both of Louie's parents have roots in Canton Uri: his dad, Joe Sr. came to the U.S. in 1947 and
mom, Marie was born in the States to Swiss parents.  They met in Petaluma.  
Louie's dad was a dairy farmer in San Jose but traded that in for some prime
farmland in Woodland, in 1967.  Out of Joe and Marie’s six children Louie
and his two brothers, Frank and Tom are the three that have carried on the
family business which now encompasses several thousand acres. They take
great pride in operating a farm and a vineyard that are socially responsible,
environmentally friendly, economically viable and a showcase for innovative and progressive ideas.
Louie had the chance to visit Switzerland in 1973 after freshman year of
(Continued, page 2)

Bob Achermann, Retiring Treasurer
Bob Achermann has volunteered as SHV Treasurer since 2006 and is passing on the books to Sandra Wipfli this new year.  He has been a SHV member for 44 years.  His father, Joe Achermann signed him up as soon as Bob
was eligible at 18 years old. Joe was twice president of the club (’52 -’57
& ’73 -’84) and an active member until his death in 2007.  His mother, Ilse
has been a member for 62 years.  When Bob was a child, he and his brother,
Johan and sister, Betty were asked (he actually said “forced”) to play their
accordions at every SHV Christmas party.  Bob’s parents were close friends
with many of the Swiss Club’s members so Bob knows many “old timers”
and his participation with the club now, feels like home.  “There is a lot of
comfort knowing people like the Gislers, Morants, Schmidigs and Scheibers  
my whole life.  If it wasn’t for the Sacramento Helvetia Verein we’d have
all lost touch, I’m afraid”.                                                 (Continued Page 2)
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Claire Black Slotton
Sacramento Helvetia Verein Yodeler Editor
512 Jerome Street
Davis,   CA   95616

New Events

New Leaders

Meet your NEW 2015

NEW EVENT: Family Fun ~ Hike in the Wild ~ Saturday, March 7th

We hope to see you at the Sacramento Zoo, located in William Land Park by 10 AM on Saturday,
March 7th. We’ll walk in together but encourage all to enjoy the morning at your own pace. RSVP 		
		
After the zoo we’ll meet outside the gates at 12:30 PM and caravan downtown to
Pizza Rock for lunch.
If you’d like to meet us for lunch only: 1 PM Pizza Rock, 1020 K Street, Sacramento. RSVP

Cost of Zoo / Lunch / RSVP :

Sacramento Helvetia Verein
Leaders
NEW EVENT
Friday, May 22nd, 6 PM

Zoo, General Admission = $11.75;
Seniors = $11; Children 2-11 = $7.75; Under 2 = Free
Pizza Prices are approximately $15-20 per person.
RSVP by March 4: Gabi Wackerli, 916-364-5610

SHV Jumpin’ On The Brew Bike

Continued from page 1
Kathy Omlin
Sacramento Swiss Club dances filled the downstairs hall at the Turn Verein. “We’d all dress up in costume and it was great fun”.
Kathy will always treasure the many friendships she’s made during her 52 year membership and has enjoyed working with the
people in the club. She likes to keep the Swiss traditions alive and plans to return as much as possible to attend the club’s annual
events. Kathy has been to Switzerland three times visiting family in Canton Schwyz and reports that it as beautiful as the
photographs and, “oh, so clean”.
We look forward to seeing Kathy at Swiss Club events - her smiling face is always welcome!

Louie Muller

Sac Brew Bike is a 100% pedal powered,
15 passenger cycle that tours downtown Sacramento.
The mission is to provide the ultimate brew and
bike experience by partnering with some
of Sacramento’s best
local beer tasting establishments.
Sac Brew Bike is the
original party bike which combines your love
of exercise, food, drink, and FUN!
RSVP today to reserve you spot!
(We will need 15 or more to reserve the bike for SHV only)

The cost is $25 a person which includes designated
tour guide, use of the bike for two hours,
and selected discount drinks at each of the
three stops we make.
CALL ANITA KASSEL

college and spent time living with his uncle in Altdorf, Canton Uri. At that time he met his little cousin and told her that he would
come back some day when she got married. The invitation came in 1985 and sure enough, Louie travelled back to Switzerland to
celebrate the lucky day with his now not so little cousin. Louie was forever enchanted by the land and the kindness of the people
he met.
Louie’s connection to Switzerland is evident, not only because he attended the monthly meetings as our treasurer for 20 years, but
he also volunteers to cook at both the Annual Metzgete and Spring BBQ Picnic. He enjoys attending and sharing his time at the
events with his mother and father. Louie’s hard work and dedication are certainly appreciated. Louie plans to remain active and
we look forward to him joining us for the events and monthly meetings for many years to come and now he can relax and attend
the meetings as a participant, rather than as one of our fearless leaders.

TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT
916-422-1513

L to R: Gabi Wackerli, Financial Secretary; Karleen Darr, Recording Secretary,
Annelise Kaelin, Trustee; Erick Duuringer, VP; Sandra Wipfli, Treasurer;
		
Martha Friedrich, Trustee. Not pictured: Barbara Blattler,
		
Trustee; Marta Allegrini, Sergeant-at-arms.

		
		

When asked about the year ahead, our SHV 		
President, Bob Blattler said, “I look forward to
the year ahead and working with the newly
elected officers. I couldn’t be more proud of our
club, our camaraderie and the respect we have for each other.
Our desire is to extend a gracious and inclusive welcome
to our new leadership, to our new members and to all of
our SHV members. Thank you all”.

2015 Annual Spring BBQ Picnic

2014

Bob Achermann
Bob met his wife, Joan 37 years ago and after their first date they found out that they both had roots in Switzerland. Joan’s
mother was Swiss and her grandmother, Katie Z’berg was a good friend of Joe’s and an active volunteer member of the Sacramento Swiss Ladies’ Society. Both families were thrilled when they were married, holding their reception at the Turn Verein,
dancing to Polka music and having Erika Stocker yodel.
Bob and Joan both have families in Switzerland so they visit every couple of years. Coincidently, their families only live about
15 minutes from each other. Bob’s favorite towns in Switzerland are the mountain village, Mürren, and his father’s home town of
Brunnen on Lake Lucerne.

Spotlight, Claire Black Slotton

At Woodland’s Nelson Grove!
SUNDAY, APRIL 26 ~ Noon
Afternoon BBQ, Family Fun, Horseshoe Tournament,
Music, Raffle Prizes, Beer Garden ~ Flyer Enclosed

Betty Furrer
Arnold Kessler
Jack Huber

January 2015

Elena Fippin-Scheiber

